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This h i s t o r y  o f  the Pawnee Nat ional  Grassland w a s  researched and prepared by 
Dorothy and L e e  Rhoads, F o r e s t  Service Volunteers l i v m g  near Briggsdale 
provides  a good h i s t o r i c a l  background o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the area and 
e v o l u t i o n  o f  the N a t i o n a l  G r a s s l a n d  Some o f  the c u r r e n t  uses  and f e a t u r e s  o f  
t h e  Pawnee are also d i s c u s s e d  I hope t h i s  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  wlll h e l p  you more 
fully appreciate t h i s  unique r e s o u r c e  and landscape c a l l e d  the  Pawnee National 
Grass 1 and. 

It 

GRANT GODBOLT 
District Ranger 



KCSIQRY 

OF THE 

PAWNEE NATIONAL GRAssLA?TD 

During t h e  early stages o f  American expansion,  the h igh  p l a i n s  of n o r t h e a s t e r n  
Colorado were prime graz ing  l a n d  f o r  large popula t ions  of  d e e r ,  a n t e l o p e ,  e l k ,  
and buffalo .  The human popula t ion  c o n s i s t e d  o f  Indians  and a few f u r  trappers 
B e f o r e  1850, a f u r  t r a d e r  named E l b r i d g e  Gerry s e t t l e d  where Crow Creek Jo ined  
t h e  South P l a t t e  R i v e r  east o f  present-day Greeley. 
s t a r t e d  h i s  first cow camp on Crow Creek above Gerry's place 
Union P a c i f i c  R a l r o a d  announced it would soon be l a y i n g  ra i l s  a c r o s s  
southwestern Nebraska. B u f f a l o  were k i l l e d  by t h e  thousands t o  f e e d  t h e  
r u l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  crews and for t h e i r  h i d e s ,  which were i n  great demand i n  
the  East. The b u f f a l o  soon became scarce The n e x t  y e a r ,  Iliff e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
cow camp approximately  5 miles down Crow Creek from Cheyenne, Wyoming, t o  
p r o v i d e  beef t o  t h e  r a l r o a d  crews and a lso  e s t a b l i s h  a shipping p o i n t  t o  t h e  
East. I n  1868, he bought $40,000 worth o f  catt le  from Char les  Goodnight,  who 
t r a i l e d  them n o r t h  from Texas. This e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Goodnight-Loving t r a i l  
through t h i s  area. Goodnight cont inued t r a i l i n g  herds  f o r  Iliff through 1876 
By 1 8 7 7 ,  Iliff 's doman s t r e t c h e d  f r o m  t h e  South P l a t t e  R i v e r  nor th  to t h e  Chalk 
B l u f f s  by the Colorado-Wyoming b o r d e r ,  and from t h e  mountams 
p r e s e n t  Kansas border  He w a s  the b i g g e s t  cattleman i n  Colorado. 

I n  1861, John Wesley Iliff 
I n  1866, t h e  

east t o  the 

The Homestead A c t  o f  1862 a l lowed o n l y  160 acres p e r  homestead, and at least 
o n e - q u a r t e r  (40  a c r e s )  o f  t h a t  had t o  b e  t i l l e d .  L a t e r  Acts allowed a to ta l  o f  
320 acres One o f  t h e s e  was t h e  Timber C u l t u r e  A c t ,  enac ted  i n  1 8 7 3 ,  a l l o w i n g  
t h e  sett ler  t o  p i c k  up an a d d i t i o n a l  160 acres by a g r e e i n g  t o  p l a n t  2,700 
s e e d l i n g s  on 10 acres, o f  which 675 should be a l i v e  and h e a l t h y  a t  t h e  time o f  
f i n a l  proving  up ,  5 years later. These  acts/laws were armed pr imar i ly  a t  l a n d  
east o f  and a l o n g  t h e  west bank o f  t h e  Mississippi R i v e r ,  and were n o t  
appropriate f o r  t h e  high p l a i n s .  Major John Wesley P o w e l l ,  an explorer o f  t h e  
West and l a t e r  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  United State  G e o l o g i c a l  Survey,  wrote a r e p o r t  i n  
1875. c a l l e d  "Lands o f  t h e  Ar id  Region o f  t h e  U S " He recommended t h a t  
s e t t l e m e n t  areas b e  blocked o u t  i n  no less than 1.275 acres, g i v i n g  t h e  >settler 
a r e a s o n a b l e  chance  o f  s u r v i v a l  He f u r t h e r  recommended t h a t  without a 
dependable water supply,  it was f u t i l e  t o  plow tke gracslards The l ands  should 
b e  l e f t  i n  grass, and t h a t  p l o t s  o f  less t h a n  2,560 acres would n o t  b e  
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h i s  dry area The wisdom o f  t h e s e  recommendations was 
demonstrated i n  later  years 

Barbed wire was invented i n  1874 and ca t t lemen were soon u s i n g  i t  t o  e n c l o s e  
p u b l i c  lands  for t h e i r  free and e x c l u s i v e  use  By manipulat ing t h e  Homestead 
Act o f  1862, Iliff had h i s  cowhands homestead and f e n c e  160 acres a t  key 
l o c a t i o n s  surrounding water He then purchased t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  "homestead" from 
t h e  cowhands. For example, t h e  earliest r e c o r d  o f  homestead e n t r y  i n  the Pawnee 
B u t t e s  area was by P e t e r  Welch i n  1887 
years earlier I n  1885. P r e s i d e n t  Grover Cleveland ordered  a l l  fences removed 
from p u b l i c  l a n d  Although i t  took  several years f o r  t h i s  t o  be accomplished.  
it was t h e  beginning  of t h e  end f o r  t h e  b i g  r a n c h e r s  l i k e  Iliff 

However, he  s o l d  h i s  t rac t  t o  Iliff 2 
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By t h e  m i d  1880's the homesteaders had begun breaking  sod i n  t h e  grass land 
c o u n t r y  The r a i l r o a d s  encouraged sett lers  t o  come west with s tatements  l i k e  
, ' the r a i n - b e l t  h a s  moved westward" and " r a i n  f o l l o w s  t h e  plow" They wanted t o  
attract  farmers from t h e  E e s t  and Midwest hoping t h a t  they  would become future 
f r e i g h t  customers  
b u i l t  from Kansas through S t e r l i n g  i n t o  Cheyenne 

I n  1887, a branch o f  t h e  Chicago.  B u r l i n g t o n  & Quincy  was 

The b i t t e r  w i n t e r  o f  1886-87 brought t h e  loss o f  thousands o f  c a t t l e  by 
s t a r v a t i o n  or f r e e z i n g  t o  d e a t h  A t  t h i s  time Chicago beef  p r i c e s  also took a 
b i g  drop and t h e  l a r g e  r a n c h e r s  went broke Farmers f l o c k e d  t o  t h e  b i g  ranches 
whlch were b e i n g  carved i n t o  q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n  (160 a c r e s )  homesteads The dry 
y e a r s  o f  1889 and 1890 f o r c e d  many newcomers t o  l e a v e ,  and by 1893-94 i t  was so 
S e v e r e  t h a t  many o f  t h e  new towns t h a t  had sprung up a l o n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  l i k e  
Stoneham, Raymer, and Buckingham, v i r t u a l l y  d r i e d  up A few settlers survived 
One o f  t h e s e  was Soren  Nelson ,  i n  1894 t h e  first a c t u a l  homesteader t o  f i l e  for 
h i s  t i t l e  He w a s  known as "Pawnee B u t t e s "  Nelson from Texas t o  Montana 

By 1905, t o  approximately  1910, the  r a i n s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  g r a s s l a n d s  and 
set t lers  migrated  t o  t h e  area i n  even greater numbers Keota boomed, as did 
Grover  and B r i g g s d a l e  Homesteading cont inued t o  increase o v e r  t h e  next  few 
years and reached i t s  peak between 1914 and 1918 
was plowed, f o r c i n g  most o f  t h e  l a r g e  stockmen o u t  o f  t h e  area By t h i s  time 
Iliff had moved on t o  Texas  

Over 35 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  land 

I n  1 9 1 8 ,  Keota's popula t ion  peaked around 140. 
i n f l u e n z a  epidemic  s t r u c k  and many died  A t  t h e  same time drought and h a i l  a l s o  
s t r u c k  When farm p r i c e s  and product ion dropped, t h e  farmers source o f  income 
was gone Those who stayed struggled t o  keep t h e i r  land Two attempts were 
made t o  s a v e  t h e  town and i n c r e a s e  its income Mining f o r  k a o l i n i t e  and o i l  
d r i l l i n g  were t o  b e  f i n a n c e d  o u t  of Utah,  b u t  t h e  d e a l  f e l l  through. Next,  the  
Keota  P i o n e e r s  O i l  and Gas A s s o c i a t i o n  was organized  and two shares o f  s t o c k  
were g i v e n  f o r  each  acre l e g s e d  f o r  mineral  development. Although o i l  was 
d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1924,  i t  was too l a t e  t o  s a v e  t h e  town Nature at  i t s  worst 
s t r u c k  t h a t  same year with c l o u d b u r s t s ,  deep snows, high winds, tornadoes ,  h a i l ,  
and l i g h t n i n g  t h a t  burned t h e  wheat The Town S i t e  Company put  a l l  l o t s  on s a l e  
and K e o t a  had s e e n  t h e  l as t  o f  i t s  prosperous days Some farmers t r i e d  t o  
r e t u r n  t h e i r  land t o  grass, but  few had much s u c c e s s  The p e r i o d  between 1929 
and 1937 was a v i o l e n t  time on the p l a i n s  wi th  r u s t l i n g ,  land jumping and even 
murder. 

A l l  was going well u n t i l  an 

I n  t h e  area east o f  t h e  R o c k i e s ,  from Texas  t o  Montana, dryland farming b e c v e  
the m a j o r  economy and l a r g e  areas were plowed During wet y e a r s ,  t h e  y i e l d  was 
b o u n t i f u l  and more l a n d  came under t h e  plow W i t h  t h e  advent o f  t r a c t o r s  and 
combines.  even more l a n d  could  be  c u l t i v a t e d  By 1930, about 60 percent  o f  the 
high p l a i n s  g r a s s l a n d  i n  Weld County had been plowed up The b i g  ranches were 
gone,  and dryland farming was t h e  dominate economy 

I n  t h e  1930's t h e  drought and winds re turned Winds o f  50-60 miles an hour 
became common a long  t h e  F r o n t  Range o f  t h e  R o c k i e s  from Texas t o  t h e  Canadim 
b o r d e r ,  c a r r y i n g  away the dry t o p s o i l .  During two dust storms the sun was 
almost  b l o t t e d  o u t  i n  Washington D C , and d u s t  r e p o r t e d l y  f e l l  on sh ips  300 
miles o u t  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  The farms were l i t e r a l l y  blown away and t h i s  "Dust 
Bowl" area became a v i r t u a l  d e s e r t  These dry  years and low prices  again took 
t h e i r  t o l l  on farmers Bankruptcy and tax sales were common and many o f  the 
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ftxrzers gave up and moved o n ,  l e a v i n g  the  land t o  be claimed by c r e d i t o r s  and 
for  d e l i n q u e n t  taxes 
popula t ion  dwindled from a h i g h  o f  over  600 familes t o  a low o f  around 64 

By t h e  mid 1930's. the n o r t h e a s t e r n  Weld County 

During 1933-34, t h e  Federal Government undertook a r e l i e f  e f f o r t  through t h e  
Work P r o j e c t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (WPA) and the  P u b l i c  Works Adminis t ra t ion  (PWA) t o  
s t a b i l i z e  t h e  economy However, t h i s  only  prolonged t h e  agony Emergency 
funding w a s  soon provided t o  resettle some o f  t h e  families The f irst  l a n d  was 
purchased by 1934 and t h e  families r e l o c a t e d  on land more conducive t o  farming 
Congress passed t h e  "Bankhead-3ones Farm Tenant Act" I n  1937. a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  
S o i l  Conservat ion  Service t o  purchase  sub-marginal farm land. The same year, 
t h e  R e s e t t l e m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  formed i n  t h e  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  
The stated o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  new o f f i c e  were " t o  relocate f a m i l i e s ,  purchase  
t h e  more s e v e r e l y  damaged l a n d ,  rehabi l i tate  and develop the area, change t h e  
use  on purchased l a n d s  and exert i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  u s e  o f  ne ighbor ing  l a n d ,  and 
maintain  s t a b i l i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  land" The n e x t  2 years saw t h e  
o f f i c e  change hands and names It w a s  t h e  Farm S e c u r i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  
Land P o l i c y  S e c t i o n  of t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e  Department, and t h e  Bureau o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  
Economics F i n a l l y ,  i n  1938 r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w a s  g iven t o  t h e  S o i l  Conservat ion  
Service where i t  remained unt i l  1954, when it w a s  transferred t o  t h e  Forest 
Service 
through purchase ,  and i n  some cases by mutual transfer, (swapping).  The 
acquired  land was i n  many c a s e s ,  small i s o l a t e d  parcels The "swapping" was 
done t o  form more economic and manageable tracts f o r  both t h e  private owner and 
t h e  Government 

During t h e  p e r i o d  o f  1934-54. most o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  area w a s  a c q u i r e d  

The area a l o n g  Crow Creek n e a r  B r i g g s d a l e .  w a s  t h e  first r e c l a m a t i o n  and 
demonstration p l o t  in this area. Seventy acres o f  meadow improvement began with 
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  two dams and t h r e e  d i v e r s i o n  d i t c h e s  t o  spread t h e  flood 
water  o v e r  t h e  meadows and provide  l i m i t e d  i r r i g a t i o n  on o t h e r  areas 
Throughout t h e  o t h e r  a c q u i r e d  areas, e x i s t i n g  fences were t o r n  down, moved, or 
new f e n c e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  surround a n  economically manageable p a s t u r e  Spr ings  
were developed and wells dug 
c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  c o l l e c t  as much r u n - o f f  water as p o s s i b l e  The p o l i c y  was "no 
cow would have t o  go more than  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  a mile f o r  water". The plowed 
and denuded lands  were p l a n t e d  t o  mostly crested wheatgrass ,  an in t roduced 
species from Russia which i s  well adapted t o  our climate and i s  p a l a t a b l e  t o  
l i v e s t o c k  T r e e s  were p l a n t e d  t o  form wind breaks  and provide  h a b i t a t  f o r  
w i l d l i f e  Within 2 years, t h e  p l a n t e d  grasses r e v e g e t a t e d  t h e  plowed areas, and 
g r a z i n g  was allowed on a l i m i t e d  basis 

Windmills were e r e c t e d  and " c a t c h  b a s i n s "  

The Crow Val ley  Graz ing  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  formed i n  1937 i n  northwestern Weld 
County, t h e  n e x t  year i t  changed its name t o  the Crow Valley L i v e s t o c k  
Co-Operat ive ,  I n c  The a s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  composed o f  t h e  r a n c h e r s  I n  t h e  area and 
t h e  S o i l  Conservat ion  Service on a cooperat ive  basis Grazing r u l e s  were agreed 
upon and t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e i r  e x e c u t i o n  The S o i l  
Conservat ion S e r v i c e  cont inued t o  develop conservat ion  practices, r e h a b i l i t a t e  
t h e  l a n d ,  and monitor  i t s  u s e  The Pawnee a r e a  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Weld County was 
acquired  i n  1938, and t h e  Pawnee L ives tock  Co-operat ive  A s s o c i a t i o n  was formed 
i n  1941. 
A s s o c i a t i o n  and i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was p a t t e r n e d  af ter  the Crow Val ley  
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  success . 

The n e x t  year t h e  name was changed t o  the Pawnee Cooperat ive  Grazing \ 
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Formation of t h e  g r a z i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  f eqc lng  t h e  area i n t o  larger t r a c t s ,  EPQ 

t h e  u s e  of r a n g e  riders e l i m i n a t e d  the unauthorized u s e  of t h e  p u b l i c  lands  by 
"day herders" ( r a n c h e r s  from o u t s i d e  t h e  area b r i n g i n g  i n  large herds  and badly 
o v e r g r a z i n g  t h e  land--an o f f - s h o o t  o f  the open range practice o f  former years) 
From t h e  ear ly  days o f  t h e  rec lamat ion  p r o c e s s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  grazing has  snown 
an i n c r e a s e  from pract ical ly  none t o  around 9,000 head The n a t i v e  p a s s e s  ere 
s lowly  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  crested wheat and o t h e r  grasses planted  ES a conservat ion 
measure The s o i l  blows very l i t t l e  now, b u t  c o n s t a n t  watch musL be k e p t  t o  
p r e v e n t  a n o t h e r  d u s t  bowl 
This was n o t  accomplished without  tr ials ,  anger, and f r u s t r a t i o n  Attempts were 
made t o  have  t h e  l a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  p r i v a t e  ownership,  but  were defea ted  The 
deep-seated  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  o f  t h e  westerner made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  accept  
a change from t h e  o l d  ways. Successful demonstrat ions  and e v i d e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  l a n d  o c c u r r e d  and g r a d u a l l y  the new, proven methods o f  land management 
were accepted by most o f  t h e  popula t ion ,  both a s s o c i a t i o n  members and 
nonmembers 

The area was t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  S o i l  Conservat ion S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  F o r e s t  
Service i n  1954 
s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  c o n c e p t  The Forest S e r v i c e  was g i v e n  permanent c o n t r o l  i n  
1960. and t h e  "Nat ional  Grass lands"  were formed The Pawnee Nat ional  Grassland 
i s  one o f  19 throughout  t h e  Nat ion-  one each i n  Oregon and Idaho, t h e  rest a r e  
s c a t t e r e d  from Texas  t o  North Dakota. 

The Forest Service began managing t h e  area by t h e  mult iple-use  

I n  1960, t h e  M u l t i p l e  Use-Sustmned Y i e l d  Act r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  develop 
minera l  r e s o u r c e s ,  pr imari ly  o i l  and gas The F o r e s t  Service specifies t h e  
r e v e g e t a t i o n  procedures  t o  be fol lowed by t h e  p r i v a t e  o p e r a t o r s  whi le  conducting 
t h e i r  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d r i l l i n g .  and production a c t i v i t i e s .  Current ly  there are 210 
a c t i v e  o i l  and gas leases (managed by t h e  Bureau of Land Management) on t h e  
Pawnee N a t i o n a l  Grass land.  As o f  June 1986. 21 o f  t h e s e  have producing wells on 
them 

There  have been  12 Minuteman missile si tes  c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  Grassland These 
fenced  areas (approximate ly  2 acres each) are adminis tered  by t h e  U S A i r  
Force and p u b l i c  access i s  n o t  permitted 

Photographers ,  b i r d w a t c h e r s ,  and h i k e r s  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  Pawnee B u t t e s  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  landmark The B u t t e s  are sedimentary rock f o r m a t i o n s ,  one-hal f  mi le  
apart, r i s i n g  350 feet  above t h e  p l a i n s  t o  an e l e v a t i o n  o f  5375 feet Due t o  
t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  sandstone towers,  c l imbing  i s  n o t  recommended 

The c l i f f s  i n  t h i s  area are a preferred n e s t i n g  area f o r  many b i r d s  o f  p r e y  
March through June i s  t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  breeding and n e s t i n g  s e a s o n ,  and 
d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  t h i s  time could cause  the  eggs t o  be abandoned P l e a s e  remain on 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a i l  dur ing  t h i s  cr i t ical  time. B i n o c u l a r s  are useful  whi le  
observ ing  t h e s e  r a p t o r s  

The B u t t e s  are almost e n t i r e l y  surrounded by p r i v a t e  l a n d  The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
owns t h e  West B u t t e  and o n l y  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  E a s t  B u t t e  The o n l y  p u b l i c  
access is t h e  2 mile foot  t ra l  t h a t  begins on t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  escarpment 

The Crow Val ley R e c r e a t i o n  Area, near  Briggsdale. was part o f  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
r e c l a m a t i o n  projects i n  t h e  area A ball diamond. p i c n i c  area with s h e l t e r ,  
f i r e  grates,  r o a d s ,  and rest rooms were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  mainly with Work P r o j e c t  

4 



Aaminis t ra t ion  (WPA) l a b o r  The town of  B r i g g s d a l e  formed a Park Committee, kho 
c o n t r a c t e d  k i t h  t h e  Rese t t lement  kdmrnis t ra t lon  t o  maintain  i t  i n  good 
c o n d i t i o n .  and t o  make improvements for a p e r i o d  o f  10 years The c o n t r a c t  
could be renewed if both parties were a g r e e a b l e .  However, i t  w a s  renewed o n l y  
once I n  1959. t h e  community decided i t  d i d  n o t  wish t o  c o n t i n u e  maintenance o f  
t h e  s i t e ,  but  r e t a i n e d  t h e  b a l l  diamond under a Special Use Permit  u n t i l  1977 

The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  has s i n c e  developed camp s i t e s ,  a cooking s h e l t e r ,  a water 
system, and an educat ion  c e n t e r ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  wi th  t h e  h e l p  o f  the Daughters o f  
t h e  American Revolut ion  It w a s  dedica ted  i n  1981 t o  t h e  memory o f  Steward J 
Adams, District Ranger o f  t h e  Pawnee Nat ional  Grass land a t  t h e  time o f  h i s  death 
i n  1979 The Crow Valley R e c r e a t i o n  Area i s  t h e  only  camping f a c i l i t y  i n  t h i s  
area 
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PATTERNS OF PLANT LIFE AT PAWNEE 

BY PAUL M O M  

NATIONAL, GRASSLAND 

. 
SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME 

A s  t r & a l u s  
A s t r a g a l u s  
A s t r a g a l u s  
A s t r a g a l u s  
A s t r a g a l u s  
A s t r a g a l u s  
A s t r a g a l u s  

sand verbena 

c r e s t e d  wheatgrass 
western wheatgrass 
s l e n d e r  wheatgrass 
wi ld onion 
r e d r o o t  
ragweed 
g i a n t  ragweed 
Hooker sandwort 
p r i c k l y  POPPY 
red  three-awn 
sands age 
fr inged sage 
pranie  sage 
milkweed 
showy milkweed 
milkvetch 
two-groved milkvetch 
Drummond milkvetch 
milkve t c h  
Missouri  milkvetch 

rnilkve t c h  
four-winged s a l t b u s h  
p l a i n s  bahia  
s i d e - o a t s  grama 
blue  grama 
b r i c k e l l l a  
smooth brome 
Japanese chess  
cheatgrass 
b u f f a l o  grass 
p r u r i e  sandreed 

-- 

woolly l o c o  

-- 
-- 

n e e d l e l e a f  sedge 
t h r e a d l e a f  sedge 
sedge 
w i n t e r  f a t 
a lga  
s l e n d e r  l i p  f e r n  
goose f 00 t 
r a b b i t b r u s h  



SCIENTIFIC NAME COMVON NAME 

Eriogonum 
Eriogonum 
Eriogonum 
Euphorbia 
Euphorbia 
Euphorbia 
Euphorbia 
F r a n s e r i a  

Canada th i s t le  
t h i s t l e  
Rocky Mt. beeplant  
bindweed 
horseweed 
Texas c r o t o n  
cryptantha  
crypt a n  t h a  
cryp tan tha  
w i l d  gourd 
breadroo t 
Geyer l a r k s p u r  
p l a i n s  l a r k s p u r  
f lixweed 
s a1 t gras s 
f e t i d  marigold 
barnyard grass 
Russian o l i v e  
needle  spikesedge 
common spikesedge  
Canada wi ldrye  
willow-herb 
low f l e a b a n e  
winged eriogonum 
bushy eriogonum 
yellow eriogonum 
Geyer spurge 
snow-on-the-mountain 
Rocky Mountcun spurge 
serpent  spurge 
bursage 
scarlet gaura  
gaura 
gumweed 
stemless goldenweed 
whisk-broom parsley 
pennyroyal 
common sunflower  
golden aster 
hymenopappas 
stemless hymenoxys 
bush morning-glory 
g i l i a  
s p i k e  g i l i a  
poverty sumpweed 
rag sumpweed 
B a l t i c  r u s h  
rush 
Rocky Mountain juniper 
kochia 
j unegrass 

* 

2 

1 



COMMON N4ME 

p r i c k l y  lettuce 
stickseed 
s i l v e r  bladderpod 
sand l i l y  
narrow-leaved puccoon 
rush s k e l e t o n  p lant  
tansy-leaved a s t e r  
white sweetclover 
yellow sweetclover 
cant eveningstar  
a l k a l i  muhly 
musineon 
prairie 
evening-primrose 
pink evening-primrose 
c u t  - leaf  
evening-primrose 
p l a n s  pricklypear 
broomrape 
Indian ricegrass 
narrow-leaved 
umbrellawort 
silky l o c o  
Pennsylvania p e l l i t  
l i c h e n  
naxlwort 
t h i c k e t  creeper 
whte penstemon 
narrow-leaved 
penstemon 
white p r a i r i e c l o v e  
Hood's phlox 
f o g - f  r u l  t 
purple groundcherry 
ground cherry  
As ian  p l a n t a i n  
Pursh's  p lanta in  
Kentucky bluegrass  
Pennsylvania knotweed 
bushy knotweed 
p l a n s  cottonwood 
pondweed 
brook c i n q u e f o i l  
pincherry 
slimflower scurfpea 
shore  buttercup 
prairie coneflower 
squawbush 
golden currant  
New Mexico l o c u s t  
rorippa 
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A MAMMAL CHECKLIST FOR THE PAWNEE NATIONAL GRASSLAND 

S c i e n t i f i c  Name Common Name 

Order INSECTIVORA -- I n s e c t i v o r e s  

Family SORICIDAE -- Shrews 

Sorex c i n e r e u s  
Sorex vagrans 
Sorex nanus 
Sorex  merriami 

Masked shrew 
Vagrant shrew 
D w a r f  shrew 
Merriam' s shrew 

Order CHIROPTERA -- B a t s  

Family VESPERTILLIONIDAE -- V e s p e r t i l i o n i d  Bats  

Myotis luc i fugus  
Myotis evot is  
Myotis thysanodes 
Myotis c a l i f o r n i c u s  
Myotis subula tus  
L a s i o n y c t e r i s  noct ivagans 
E p t e s i c u s  fucus  

Order LAGOMORPHA -- Lagomorphs 
Family LEPORIDAE -- Hares and Rabbi t s  

S y l v i l a g u s  f l o r i d a n u s  
S y l v i l a g u s  n u t t a l l i  
S y l v i l a g u s  audubonii 
Lepus townsendii  
Lepus c a l i f o r n i c u s  

Order RODENTIA -- Rodents 

Family SCIURIDAE -- S q u i r r e l s  

Eutamias minimus 
Marmota f l a v i v e n t r i s  
Spermophilus t r ideceml ineatus  
Cynomys ludovis ianuys 
Sciurus  n i g e r  

L i t t l e  brown myotis 
Long-eared myotis 
Fringed myotis 
C a l i f o r n i a  myotis 
Small- f oo t e d  myotis 
S i l v e r - h a x e d  b a t  
Big brown b a t  

Eastern c o t t o n t a i l  
N u t t a l l ' s  c o t t o n t a l  
Desert c o t t o n t a l  
White- t a l e d  jack r a b b i t  
B l a c k - t a l e d  j a c k  r a b b i t  

Least  chipmunk 
Yel low-bel l ied marmot 
Thir teen- l ined ground s q u i r r e l  
B l a c k - t u l e d  p r a r i e  dog 
Fox s q u i r r e l  



S c i e n t i f i c  Name Common Name 

Family GEOMYIDAE -- Pocket  gophers 

Thomomys talpoides 

Family KEfEROMYIDAE -- Heteromyids 

Perognthus f a s c i a t u s  
Perogn thus f l a v e s  cens  
Perognthus flaws 
Perognthus h isp idus  
Dipodomys o r d i i  

Family CASTORIDAE -- Beavers 
Castor  canadensis  

Family CRICETIDAE -- New World Rats & Mice 

Reithrodontomys montanus 
Reithrodontomys megalotis 
Peromys cus marucula t u s  
Peromyscus d i f f i c i l i s  
Onychomys l e u c o g a s t e r  
Neotoma mexicana 
Neotoma cmerea 
Microtus pennsylvanicus 
Microtus longicaudus 
Microtus ochrogas ter  
Lagurus c u t r a t u s  
Ondatra z i b e t h i c u s  

Family MURUDAE -- Old World R a t s  & Mice 

Rattus  norvegicus 
Mus musculus 

Northern pocket gopher 

Olive-backed pocket  mouse 
P l a m  pocket mouse 
Silky pocket mouse 
Hispid pocket mouse 
Ord' s kangaroo rat  

Beaver 

P l a n s  harvest  mouse 
Western harvest  mouse 
Deer mouse 
Rock mouse 
Northern grasshopper mouse 
Mexican wood rat 
Bushy-tai led wood rat 
Meadow vole 
L o n g - t a l e d  vole 
P r u r i e  vole 
Sagebrush vole 
Muskrat 

Norway rat  
House mouse 

Family ERETHIZONTIDAE -- New World Porcupines 

Erethizon dorsatum Porcupine 

Order CARNIVORA -- Carnivores 

Family CANIDAE -- Canids 

Canis l a t r a n s  
Vulpes vulpes 
Vulpes macro tis 

Coy0 te  
Red fox 
K i t  fox 
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S c i e n t i f i c  Name Common Name 

Famlly PROCYONIDAE -- Procyouds 

Procyon l o t o r  Raccoons 

Family MUSTELIDAE -- Mustelids 

Mustela erminea 
Mustela ferenata  
Mustela nigripes 
Taxidea taxus 
Spilogale putorius 
Mephi t is  meph tis 

Family F E L I D A E  -- Cats 

Fells concolor 
Lynx rufus 

Ermine 
Long-tculed weasel 
Black-footed ferret 
Badger 
Spotted skunk 
Striped skunk 

Order ARTIODACTULA -- Even-toed Ungulates 

Family CERVIDAE -- Centids 

Cervus canadensis 
Odocoileus hemionus 
Odocoileus virginiana 

Family ANTILOCAPRIDAE -- Pronghorn 
Antilocapra americana 

Mountam l i o n  
Bobcat 

Wapiti 
Mule deer 
W h i t e - t a l e d  deer 

Pronghorn 
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. .  
SHRIKES 
- Northern Shrike 
- Loggerhead Shrike 

STARLINGS VIREOS 

- Starling 
- Solitary Vireo 
- Red-eyed Vireo - Warbling Vireo 

WARBLERS 

- Tennessee Warbler - Orange crowned Warbler 
- Virginia s Warbler - Yellow Warbler 
__ Magnolia Warbler 
- Yellow-rump4 Warbler 

- Yellow rumped Warbler 

- Townsend s Warbler 
- Chestnut sided Warbler - Blackpoll Warbler - Ovenbird 
- Northern Waterthrush - MacCillivny s Warbler - Common Yellowthroat 
- Yellow-breasted C h t  - Wilson s Warbler - Canada Warbler 
- American Redstart - Blackburnian Warbler 

WEAVER FINCHES 

(Myrtle) 

(Audubon s)  

- House Sparrow 

BLACKBIRDS ORIOLES 

- Bobolink - Western Meadowlark - Yellow-headed Blackbird - Red-winged Blackbird 
- Orchard Oriole 
- Northern Oriole (Baltimore) 
__ Northern Oriole (Bullock s) - Brewers Blackbird - Common Grackle - Brown-headed Cowbird 

TANAGERS 

- Western Tanager 

FINCHES SPARROWS 

- Rose-breasted Grosbeak - Black headed Grosbeak 

FINCHES SPARROWS - Blue Grosbeak - Pine Grosbeak 
- Lazuli Bunting - Dickcissel 
- Cassin s finch 
__ Mouse Fmch 
- Gray crowned Rosy Ftnch 
__ Black Rosy Finch 

w fc 
s c  

R c  
M r  
S r  
M r  

Y r  
M fc 
M fc 
s c  
M r  

M c  

M c  

M r  
M r  
M r  
Y r  
M r  
M u  
s fc 
s u  
M c  
M r  
M u  
M r  

R.c 

S r  
R c  

SAC 
R c  
s u  
S r  
s c  
s c  
s fc 
s c  

M r  

M r  
s u  

s v  
W r  
s u  
S r  

W r  
R c  
W r  
Wr  - Common Redpoll w fc 

- Pine Siskin R fc - American Goldfinch R c  - Red Crossbill Wr 

F I N C H E S  SPARROWS 
- Green tatled Towhee 
- Rufous-sided Towhee 
- brk  Bunting 
- Savannah Sparruw 
- Grasshopper Sparrow 
- Baird s Sparrow 
__ Vesper Sparrow 
- lark Sparrow 
- Cassin s Sparrow 
- Black-throated Sparrow 
- Sage Sparrow 
__ Dark-eyed Junco 

- Dark-eyed Junco 

__ Dark-eyed Junco (Oregon) 
__ Gray-headed Junco 
- Tree Sparrow 
- Chippint Sparrow 
- Clay-colored Sparrow 
__ Brewers Sparrow 
__ Harris Sparrow 
__ While-crowned Sparrow 
__ Fox Sparrow 
__ Lincoln s Sparrow 

(white-winted) 

(slate-colored) 

I - Song Sparrow 
I - McCown s longspur - Lapland Longspur 

- Smith s Longspur 

M u  
s u  
S a  
s u  
s fc 
M r  
s c  
s c  
s u  
M r  
Y r  

W r  

w u  
w c  
w u  
W C  
s !E 
Y fc 
s c  

M r  
w c  
M r  
M r  
R fc 
s fc 
w fc 

M r  
- Chestnut-collared longspur S u 
- Snow Buntine w u  I 

Field 

I"" ec l r s t  
BIRDS 
OF 
THE 
PAWNEE 
NATIONAL 
SRASSLAND 

Rocky 
Mountain 

USDA 
Forest 
Service Region 

The Pawnee National Grassland administered bv the 
Roowvell Mattonal Forest is k t c d  in Weld Counry 
northeistern Colorado Tha 193060 acre area of oubk 
land conststr of native shortgrass prairie intenpened 
with some cultivated land 

A visitor map 01 the Grassland is available lor 
You also mav want a cooy of WO krdine brocsr. 
"Birding Auto lour a i  f "Auto Winter Birdin# lours 
Many Dmpk are WrpIiSed to karn that Ihe snortgrass 
prairie supporis great numbers of krds 01 many 
speaes especially during the breeding season 
Compilation of available bird sighlings by observe ssnce 
1962 ha% resulted in a list 01 229 species 
We wish to thank Or Ronald A Ryder ol Colorado Slate 
University lor compiling this lis1 Dr Ryder and Miu 
Nancy Hurlev 01 the Denver Field Ornithoiopists 
Collaborated in establishing aOundance and Xasonal 
Occurrence designaiions for each species 

Observations ol unlisted soecies of birds on thz Grassland 
should be fewfled to the Disfrict Range 
Pawnee National Grassland Greeley 
blorado 80631 Phone number (303) 353-5004 

B 'Jc ' 

Date Time - 
Total Species 

Observer 

PAWNEE NATIONAL GRASSLAND 
660 "0" S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  A 
Greeley, CO 80631 
303-353-5004 

Weather 
Common names aHer Peterson Field Guide to Weslein 

Birds (2nd edition 19611 
Conforms with A 0 U Checklist of North American Birds 

a -Abundant (5th edition 1957) 

R -Resident c -Common 
Ic-fairly common M-Migrant 
u -Uncommon A-Winter Resioent 

S -Summer Rermeni I -Raw 



NONS G ~ E B C S  . .  
__ Common Loon 
__ Horned Grebe 
__ fared Grebe 
- Western Grebe 
- Pied billed Grebe 

EGRETS HERONS 

__ Great Blue Heton 
- Green Heron 
- Black crowned Wight Heron 
__ Yellow crowned Night Heron 
- Snowy Egret 

lElS 

- White faced Ibis 

DUCKS GEESE 

- Canada Cooss 
- Snow cooss 
__ Ross Coosi 
- Mallard 
- Gadwall - Pintail 
___ Green winged Teal 

- Cinnamon Teal 
- American Wigeon - Northern Shoveler 
- Redhead - Am;-necked Duck 
__ Canvasback - Greater Scaup 
__ Lesser Scaup 
- Common Goldeneye 
__ Bufflehead 
- Ruddy Duck 
- Common Merganser - Red-breasted Merganser 

VULTURES HAWKS EAGLES 
__ Turkey Vulture - Goshawk 
__ Sharp-shinned Hark 
- Coopers Hawk 
I_ Red-tailed Hawk - Red-tailed Hawk (Harlan S I  
- Swainson s Hawk 
__ Rough-legged Hawk - Ferruginous Hawk 
__ Golden Eagle - b l d  lngle - Marsh Hawk 
- Osprey - Gyrfalcon 
__ Prairie Falcon 
- Peregrine Falcon - Merlin 
__ American Kestrel 

QUAIL PHEASANTS 

- Bobwhite 
___ Ring necked Pheasant 

CRANES RAILS COOTS 

- Sandhill Crane 

- Blue-winEed Ta l  

, - Sora 

W r  
W r  
M u  
M u  
s u  

s u  
S r  
S U  
Y r  
s u  

M,r 

R u  
M u  
M r  
R c  
R u  
Y fc 
M u  
s fc 
s u  
M u  
s u  
s u  
M.u 
S r  
Y r  
Y fc 
MA 
M u  
S r  

w c  
Y r  

S r  
Y r  
R u  
R u  
R fc 
W r  
s c  

W a  
R c  
R c  
W r  
A c  
M r  
W r  
R fc 
M r  
w u  
R c  

R u  
R IC 

M u  
s fc 

I __ American Coot R fc 

SHORf BIRDS 

- Semipalmated Plover 
- Killdeer 
- Mountain Plover 
- Common Snipe 
- Long billed Curlew 
- Whimbrel 
- Upland Sandpiper 
- Spotted Sandpiper 
- Solitary Sandpiper 
- Wtllet 
- Greater Yellowlegs 
__ Lesser Yellowlegs 
- Pectoral Sandpiper 
- Baird s Sandpiper 
__ Least Sandpiper 
- Long billed Dowitcher 
__ Stilt Sandpiper 
__ Semipalmated Sandpiper 
- Western Sandpiper 
- Marbled Godwit 
- Hudsowan Godwit 
- American Avocet 
__ Wilson s Phalarope 
- Northern Phalarope 

GULLS TERNS 

- California Cull 
_. Ring billed Gull 
__ franklin s Cull 
- forster s Tern - Least Tern - Black Tern 
CUCKOOS 
- Yellow billed Cuckoo 

PIGEONS OOYES 

- Rock Dove 
__ Mourning Dove 

OWLS 
- Earn Owl 
__ Screech Owl 
- Great Horned Owl 
- snowy Owl 
- Burrowing Owl 
- Long eared Owl 
- Short eared Owl 
- Saw whet Owl 

Y r  
R c  
s c  
M u  
s u  
M r  
S r  

s fc 
M fc 
u u  
M u  
M u  
M u  
Y fc 
Y fc 
M fc 

M r  
M u  
M u  
Y fc 
M r  
s fc 
s fc 
M fc 

s fc 
R c  
M a  
s u  
S r  

s fc 

s u  

R c  
s c  

s u  
R u  
R fc 
W r  
s fc 
R r  
R u  
R r  

GOATSUCKERS NIGHTHAWKS. SWIFTS 

__ POOrnlll 
- Common Nighthawk 
- White throated Swift 

HUMMlNCBIROS 

- Broad tailed Hummingbird 

KINGFISHERS 

- Belted Kingfisher 

WOODPECKERS 

- Common Flicker 
(Yellow shafted) - Common flicker 
(Red shatted) 

- Red headed Woodpecker 

s u  
sc 
s u  

s u  

R u  

R u  

R C  
s fc 

WOODPECKERS 

- yellow bellrtd Sapsucker 
__ Hairy Woodpecker 
__ Downy Woodpecker 

FLYCATCHERS 

- Eastern Kingbird 
- Western Kingbird 
- Cassin s Kingbird 
- Scissor tailed Flycatcher 
- Ash throated Flycatcher 
- S a y s  Phoebe 
- Willow Flycatcher 
- Western flycatcher 
- Western Wood Pewee 
- Olive sided Flycatcher 

LARKS 

__ Horned b r k  

SWALLOWS 

- Violet-green Swallow 
- Tree Swallow 
- Bank Swallow - Rough-winged Swallow 
__ Earn Swallow 
- Cliff Swallow 
- Purple Martin 

JAYS MAGPIES CROWS 

- Blue Jay 
- Black-billed Magpie 
- Common Crow - Pifion Jay - Clark s Nutcracker 

M r  
w u  

w tc 

s c  
s c  
S r  
S r  
S r  
s c  
S r  
M u  
s c  
M r  

R a  

M u  
M u  
M.r 
s u  
s c  

s fc 
S t  

R u  
R c  

R fc 
L l r  
Wr 

CHICKAOEES. CREEPERS NUTHATCHES 

- Black-cagped C h i c k h e  R c  
- Mountain Chickadee w u  - White breasted Nuthatch R u  - Red bretsfrd Nuthatch 
__ Brown Creeoer 

WRENS 
- House Wrrn 
__ Rock Wren - Bmick I Wren 

MOCKlNCBlRDS THRASHERS 

- Mockingbird - Gray Catbird 
__ Brawn Thrashtr 
- Sage Thrasher 

KINGLETS THRUSHES 

I_ American Robin 
- Hermit Thrush 
- Swainson s Thrush 
__ Veer). 
__ Eastern Bluebird 
- Mountain Bluebird 
- Townsend s Solitaire 
__ Golden crowned Kinglet 
__ Ruby crowned Kingkt 

PIPITS WAXWINGS 

__ Water Pipit 
__ Sprague s Pipit - Bohemian Warwing 
__ Cedar Warwing 

w u  
W.r 

s c  
Y c  
M u  

s fc 
s.u 
s fc 
M c  

s c  
M u  

M fc 
M r  
s u  

W u M a  
M u  
w u  
Mr 

M r  
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